
Choosing the Right Building Inspector for Your
Dilapidation Report

Whether you're planning a construction or demolition project, a dilapidation report is crucial in
documenting neighbouring property conditions and preventing potential conflicts. But choosing the
right building inspector can be daunting. This article covers key factors to consider, such as
licensing, experience, reputation, and pricing, to help you make an informed decision when
choosing a building inspector for your dilapidation report.

Qualities to Look for in a Building Inspector

When looking for a building inspector to conduct a dilapidation report, there are certain qualities
that homeowners should look for to ensure they choose the right professional for the job. Here are
some key qualities to keep in mind:

Experience and Expertise: Look for a building inspector who has extensive experience in
conducting dilapidation reports and possesses the necessary expertise to identify potential issues
and assess their severity.

Professionalism: A good building inspector should be professional, punctual, and courteous, and
should communicate clearly and effectively with clients throughout the inspection process.

Attention to Detail: Dilapidation reports require a keen eye for detail, so it's important to choose
an inspector who pays close attention to even the smallest of details.

Thoroughness: A good building inspector should be thorough in their inspections and leave no
stone unturned when assessing the condition of a property.

Objectivity: It's important for a building inspector to remain objective and impartial throughout the
inspection process, ensuring that their findings are based on facts rather than personal biases or
opinions.

https://www.contractsspecialist.com.au/articles/building-defects-inspection/


Questions to Ask When Choosing Your Building Inspector

When choosing a building inspector to conduct your dilapidation report, it is important to ask the
right questions to ensure you are making an informed decision.

Here are 10 questions to ask:

1. What qualifications do you hold, and are you licensed and insured?
2. How long have you been conducting dilapidation reports?
3. What is your experience in the specific type of construction project in question?
4. What is the scope of your inspection, and what is included in the report?
5. How long will it take for the inspection and report to be completed?
6. Can you provide references or samples of previous dilapidation reports you have

completed?
7. Do you offer any additional services or advice beyond the report?
8. How do you handle disputes or disagreements about the findings in the report?
9. What is the cost of the inspection and report, and are there any additional fees?
10. Is there anything else I should know about the inspection or report process?

Red Flags to Watch Out For

While it's essential to look for specific qualities in a building inspector when choosing one for your
dilapidation report, it's equally important to be aware of the red flags that can indicate a lack of
professionalism or expertise.

Here are some red flags to watch out for:

● Lack of licensing or certification: Ensure that the building inspector you choose is
appropriately licensed and certified. If they cannot provide proof of this, it's best to look
elsewhere.



● Poor communication skills: A building inspector who is difficult to reach, fails to return
calls or emails, or communicates poorly may not be the right choice for you. Clear
communication is essential for ensuring that the inspection and report are done accurately.

● Incomplete or inaccurate reports: When a building inspector provides you with a report
that is missing information or contains inaccuracies, it's a clear red flag. The report should
be detailed, complete, and well-organised.

● Lack of experience: Ideally, your building inspector should have years of experience in the
industry. An inexperienced inspector may miss essential details or fail to provide accurate
assessments.

● Limited availability: A building inspector who is not available when you need them may be
a red flag. Be sure to choose an inspector who can work within your time frame.

● Poor reviews or reputation: Before selecting a building inspector, be sure to research
their reputation and reviews from previous clients. Poor reviews or a negative reputation
should be a warning sign.

By keeping an eye out for these red flags, you can ensure that you choose a building inspector
who is professional, experienced, and reliable.

Tips for Working With Your Building Inspector

Once you have chosen the right building inspector for your dilapidation report, it's important to
make sure that you work effectively with them to ensure that you get the best possible outcome.

Here are some tips for working with your building inspector:

● Be present during the inspection: It's a good idea to be present during the inspection so
that you can ask questions and get a better understanding of any issues that are identified.

● Provide access: Make sure that your building inspector has access to all areas of your
property, including any outbuildings or sheds.



● Be open and honest: It's important to be open and honest with your building inspector
about any concerns or issues that you may have with your property. This will help them to
identify any potential issues and provide you with a comprehensive dilapidation report.

● Don't be afraid to ask questions: If you don't understand something, don't be afraid to
ask your building inspector to explain it to you. They are there to help you and should be
happy to answer any questions that you may have.

● Follow up on any recommendations: If your building inspector identifies any issues or
makes recommendations for repairs or maintenance, make sure that you follow up on them
promptly. This will help to ensure that your property remains in good condition and can help
to prevent any further damage or issues down the track.

Get Dilapidation Report Building Inspector in NSW

Choosing the right building inspector for your dilapidation report is crucial for protecting your
investment and avoiding disputes. Remember to look for a qualified and experienced inspector
who has good communication skills, attention to detail, and a solid understanding of local
regulations.

If you're in New South Wales, we recommend working with Mario Bournelis of City Wide Building
Consultants Pty Ltd. With over 35 years of experience in the construction industry, he has the
knowledge and expertise needed to provide accurate and comprehensive dilapidation reports. As a
licensed builder and building expert witness, Mario has a proven track record of representing
clients in tribunals and court systems across Australia. Mario’s contact details are available on
LinkedIn.

We collaborated with Mario to bring you this article, and we're confident that he can provide the
same level of professionalism and attention to detail when working with you. Don't hesitate to
reach out to him for your next dilapidation report. Your investment is worth protecting, and Mario
can help you do just that.

https://au.linkedin.com/in/mario-bournelis-15559a31
https://au.linkedin.com/in/mario-bournelis-15559a31

