
Building Permit Process in NSW:Why You Need One for
Your Pre-Construction Checklist

Before you can renovate or grow in New South Wales, you must first get a construction permit. A
construction permit is necessary to guarantee that a project is secure and complies with all
relevant municipal, state, and federal building laws. As a construction lawyer with extensive
experience in NSW, I have seen firsthand the consequences of not obtaining the necessary
permits. In this article, we'll give a general overview of the NSW building permit procedure and go
over why getting permits is crucial for any construction job.

What is a Building Permit?

Buildings cannot be constructed, altered, or demolished without a municipal government building
permit. In New South Wales, building permits are required to guarantee that all construction
projects follow local government regulations, the Australian Building Code, and safety regulations.

Building permits are crucial because they guarantee that construction is carried out safely, legally,
and to the bare minimal requirements for occupancy. Without the required building permits, it is
unlawful to start construction work, and doing so can result in harsh fines and other legal
repercussions.

When is a building permit required?

It's crucial to understand when a building permit is necessary for NSW when organising a
construction job. A building permit is typically necessary for any new construction work or structural
changes to an established structure. This includes projects such as building a new home, adding a
room or a deck, or removing load-bearing walls.

There are other circumstances, though, in which a construction permit is necessary. These include
projects that involve plumbing and drainage, electrical work, or the installation of air conditioning
systems. It is significant to remember that, depending on their scope and effect on the building's
structure, even small changes might necessitate a building permit.
It is always best to speak with an experienced construction lawyer who can provide legal advice
and help you obtain the required permits if you are unsure whether your project needs a building
permit.



The Building Permit Process

The building permit process in NSW involves several steps that must be followed to obtain the
necessary approval to commence construction. The first step is to submit a building application
with the relevant local council or a private certifier.

The application must include detailed plans and specifications of the proposed construction, along
with any other necessary documents, such as a BASIX certificate or structural engineering report.
The council or a private certifier will examine the application after it has been filed to make sure it
complies with all applicable building regulations. This may involve further consultations with
architects, engineers, or other relevant parties.

Once the application has been approved, the building permit will be issued. This will allow the
construction to commence, but regular inspections will be required throughout the construction
process to ensure compliance with building codes and regulations.

It is important to note that the building permit process can be complex, and it is highly
recommended to seek the advice of a construction lawyer to ensure compliance with all legal
requirements.

Who issues building permits in NSW?

In New South Wales, building permits can be issued by either the local council, private certifiers, or
the NSW government. The local council is responsible for issuing building permits for residential or
commercial projects within their jurisdiction. Private certifiers, on the other hand, can issue permits
for all types of construction projects, and their services are often sought out by property owners
who want a faster and more streamlined process. The NSW government can also issue building
permits, particularly for large-scale projects that may have significant impacts on the community or
the environment. Each of these entities has its own set of guidelines and processes for issuing
permits, which can vary depending on the type and scope of the project.



How to apply for a building permit

Applying for a building permit in NSW involves several steps, including submitting an application
form along with the necessary documentation and fees to the local council or private certifier. The
application will need to include detailed plans and specifications for the proposed construction
project, as well as proof of compliance with relevant laws and regulations. It is important to ensure
that all requirements are met before submitting the application to avoid any delays or complications
in the process. Once the application is submitted, it will be reviewed by the relevant authority, and
any necessary inspections will be conducted before the building permit is issued.

Building permit fees

Building permit fees are a necessary part of obtaining a building permit in NSW. The cost of the
permit varies depending on the type of construction and the complexity of the project. Some fees
associated with building permits include the application fee, inspection fee, and compliance
certificate fee. These fees are determined by the local council or private certifier and are calculated
based on the estimated value of the construction work. It's important to note that these fees are in
addition to other costs associated with the construction process, such as materials and labour.
Before applying for a building permit, it's important to research the expected fees and factor them
into your project budget.

Consequences of not obtaining a building permit

If you start construction without obtaining a building permit, you are committing an offence under
the law. This can lead to legal and financial consequences, such as stop work orders, fines, and
even court action. In addition, if the building is found to be non-compliant with the building
standards, it may need to be demolished or altered at your expense. As a construction lawyer, I
recommend that you always obtain the necessary building permit before commencing any
construction work in NSW to avoid these serious consequences.



Securing a Building Permit: AMust for Every NSWHomeowner

In conclusion, obtaining a building permit is a crucial part of any construction project in NSW. It
ensures that the construction complies with safety and quality standards, and avoids any legal or
financial consequences. As a homeowner, it is essential to include securing a building permit in
your pre-construction checklist. Don't risk your safety, investment, and peace of mind by starting
construction without it. Download our Pre-construction checklist now and make sure your
construction project follows the proper legal and safety protocols.


